PENNY-WISE 


Vol. II, No. 6 


Consecutive Issue No. 9 


November 5, 1968 


This issue of PENNY-WISE is being sent out early this month in order to acquaint the 
membership with the facts about the next (and annual) meeting of the EAC. 

On November 30, 1968 the Early American Coppers Club will meet at the Hotel 
Americana, Seventh Avenue and 53rd Street, New York City. The group will assemble at 
6:30 P.M. for a buffet supper and cocktails. Wives are invited and are encouraged to 
attend with their large cent -buff husbands. (Or if you're one of our female members, then 
bring your husband with you. ) The cost of the affair will be $8. per person. 

The elite of the large cent world are expected to attend, and a famous large cent 
collector will be on hand to present the paper of the evening. A special favor of more than 
average interest will be passed out as a bonus to those attending. A short business meeting 
will be held, but for the most part the evening will be spent in getting acquainted with other 
large cent collectors and talking about large cents. 

Members are invited to bring their duplicates to the meeting to swap or to sell to other 
members. If any member wishes to participate on the program or to present a special 
exhibit, he should contact Herb Silberman, 174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey, 
07040, at once. 

All those who are planning to attend should make their reservations by forwarding their 
checks, drawn to the EAC Club, to Herb Silberman immediately. It is important that we 
know how many to prepare for. 

Since this is a Saturday evening during the Thanksgiving weekend, we anticipate a 
large attendance. Make your reservations EARLY! 

This issue is being mailed out FIRST CLASS MAIL to all members to insure prompt 
delivery. At the suggestion of a few members, we tried to be thrifty on Issue No. 8 and 
mailed it out Third Class Mail. Many members received their copy of PENNY-WISE a 
month after it had been mailed. Some didn't receive their copies at all, and we had to 
send out duplicate copies. The experiment was a sad mistake, and we shall not repeat it. 

The next issue of PENNY-WISE will be sent out on January 15, 1969 and will carry a 
full report of our annual meeting. 

Don't forget to send us your articles and comments, and your Swaps and Sales items. 

All material should have reached us before the end of 1968 to appear in the next issue. 

We'll see you at the annual meeting! And to those who live too far away to attend, 
we'll turn down a glass for you. In the meantime, happy holidays ! 
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CENSUS REPORT OF EARLY LARGE CENTS 1793-1814 
Compiled by Herbert A. Silberman 

Forty-four EAC members and forty-seven non -members responded to the Early Date 
census, but thirteen of these did not include sufficient information to determine the 
varieties and their figures had to be disregarded. The remaining seventy-eight collections 
provided data on 4,637 early cents. Fewer than ten of the collections reported could be 
classed as "extensive" (over half of all varieties ) . 

The accepted mintage of 22,549,000 cents for the 1793-1814 period would suggest that 
approximately 680,000 of these are extant, of which this report covers only 0.7 per cent. 
This paper covers only the collections reported. In particular, the ANS collection and 
several renowned collections of EAC members are not included in this report. 

In the table below, note that the quantities reported fall roughly midway between the 
distribution to be expected from an indiscriminate hoard and that of a complete collection 
of one of each variety. Any valid large sampling should fall somewhere between these two 
extremes . 


PERIOD 

MINTAGE 

% of TOTAL 
MINTAGE 

RECORDED 

SAMPLE 

% of 

SAMPLE 

VARIETIES 
(as of 1958) 

% of ALL 
VARIETIES 

1793-1799 

4,824,000 

21.4 

1952 

42.1 

220 

65.5 

1800-1807 

12,967,000 

57.5 

2005 

43.2 

97 

28.9 

1808-1814 

4,758,000 

21.1 

680 

14.7 

19 

5.6 


22,549,000 

100.0 

4637 

100.0 

336 

100.0 

No examples were reported of the following dies: 

(All but S-16 

are listed as R8) 

1793 NC-1 

,2,3,5, S-15 , 16 . 1796 

NC-2, 5. 

1799 

NC-1. 


1794 NC-1 

,2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

1797 

NC-1, 4, 6. 

1800 

NC-1, 2, 4. 


1795 S-79, 

NC-1. 

1798 

NC-1. 

1801 

NC-2. 


The following R8's have been reported: 




1793 NC-4*. 1797 

NC-2*, 3. 

1800 NC-3. 

1802 

NC-2*. 



1796 NC-3. 1798 NC-2. 1801 NC-1*, 3*. 

(* indicates a lowering to R7 called for. ) 

The following R7 ! s have been reported: (The number preceding the Sheldon identification 
number indicates the quantity reported. ) 

1794 l-18a , 2-1 9a, 1-33, 2-34, 1-37, 2-39, 3-52, 3-53, 3-66. 

1796 2-90, 2-NC-l, 1-94, 1-95, 1-96, 5-99*, 3-NC-4, 2-107, 10-117*. 5-118*. 

1797 4-124, 4-125, 5-129*, 5-132*, 3-NC5, 8-143*. 
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1798 3-144, 6-149* , 6-156*, 3-178, 3-180, 3-183. 

1800 4-198, 2-210, 

1801 1-217, 4-218. 

1803 4-NC1. 

(* indicates a lowering to R6 called for. ) 

Chart A, below, lists the coins as reported by variety and condition, indicating the total 
number for each variety and specifically noting those which fall within the 1958 Condition 
Census. The condition of the coins has been listed as reported, and no examination of the 
coins was conducted . Therefore, this list likely contains some errors in both grade and 
attribution. Where non-existent grades (such as conditions 9,11,13,14,16,18,22 etc. ) 
were reported, they have been rounded down to the nearest lower "legal" grade. Where, 
in the opinion of Messrs. Breen, Silberman, and/or Wright, revision of Sheldon's Rarity 
Rating seems in order, the suggested revised Rarity Rating is given. 

For inclusion of extreme rarities or Condition Census pieces in Dr. Sheldon's new book, 
these coins should be examined personally by Dr. Sheldon or someone whose numismatic 


judgment he trusts. The few coins that have been so checked are marked "verified" in 

Chart A. 






1793 



1794 



S- 1 

11 

(45) 

S-20 

9 

(15-20): R4. 

2 

5 


21 

11 


NCI 

- 


22 

18 

(50-65) 

3 

14 


23 

5 

(45) 

4 

13 

(55) 

24 

13 


NC2 

- 


25 

5 

(30) 

NC3 

- 


26 

12 


5 

6 


27 

3 

(10) 

6 

11 


28 

14 

7 

3 


29 

7 


8 

9 


30 

14 

(50) 

9 

16 


31 

12 

NC4 

1 

( 6 ) : R7 . 

32 

9 

(40) 

10 

7 


33 

1 

(10) 

NC5 



34 

2 

(10) 

11a 

2 


35 

5 

(15-25) 

lib 

8 

(20-30): R4. 

NCI 

- 

11c 

10 


36 

6 

(12-25-25) 

12 

3 

(40) 

37 

1 

(15) 

13 

7 

(15) 

38 

5 

(20-25) 

14 

4 

(30) 

39 

2 

(20-35) 

15 

- 


40 

6 

(15-40) 

16 

- 


NC2 

- 


1794 



41 

15 

(25-25-30-30- 

S-17 

4 

(10) 

42 

10 

35-35-40 ):R3. 
(25-25-40-40) 

NC4 

"* 

(25) 

43 

10 

(40) 

18a 

18b 

1 

6 

44 

NC5 

18 

(40-40-50): Rl. 

19a 

2 

(6-35) 

45 

6 

(30) 

19b 

7 

(12-12-15-20-20) 

46 

6 
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1794 



1796 



S-47 

9 

(25-25-30) 

*S-92 

6 


48 

1 

(15) 

NCI 

2 

( 12-15 ) 

49 

10 

(40-40) 

93 

9 


50 

4 

(25) 

94 

1 


51 

7 

(30-35) 

95 

1 

(10) 

52 

3 

(15-20) 

NC2 

- 


53 

3 

(10-12-15) 

96 

1 

(4) 

54 

9 

(40-40) 

NC3 

1 

(5) 

55 

8 

(30-30-40) 

97 

5 

(35) 

56 

11 

( 30-30-40 ):R3. 

98 

4 

(30) 

57 

9 

(50) 

99 

5 

(8-12-20): R6. 

58 

9 

(35) 

NC4 

3 

(3-3-8) 

59 

13 


100 

2 

(12-20) 

60 

15 

(30-40-45): R3. 

101 

9 

(15 ): R5. 

61 

11 

R3. 

102 

8 


62 

5 


103 

11 

( 15 ): R5. 

63 

16 


104 

12 

(25-30) 

64 

4 


105 

3 

(7-15 ) 

65 

18 

(40-50) 

106 

6 

(15-20-30) 

NC6 

- 


107 

2 

(10) 

66 

3 

(25) 

108 

11 

(25) 

67 

11 

(40-40) 

109 

7 

(30-35) 

68 

6 


110 

14 

(35-60) 

69 

14 

(45 ): R3. 

111 

7 

(10-12-15) 

70 

16 

(50) 

NC5 

- 


71 

13 


112 

6 

(40) 

NC3 

- 


113 

5 

(15) 

72 

13 

(35) 

114 

5 

(15-20) 

1795 



115 

7 




116 

3 

(12-12-15) 

S-73 

7 

(10-10-12-12) 

117 

10 

(8-8-8-10-12): R6. 

74 

13 


118 

5 

(7-8-10-10-10): R6. 

75 

24 


119 

3 


76a 

13 

(25-25 ) : R5. 




76b 

37 


1797 



77 

17 

(35) 

NCI 

- 


78 

32 


120a 

15 

(35 ): R3« 

79 

- 


120b 

13 


NCI 

- 


121 

14 


80 

1 


122 

7 

(8-8-10-10) 

1796 



NC2 

1 

( 5 ) : R7 . 



NC3 

1 

(3): verified 

81 

16 


123 

5 

82 

9 

(15-15) 

124 

4 

(12-20) 

83 

10 

(45) 

125 

4 

(7-8-10) 

84 

15 

(65) 

126 

14 


85 

8 


127 

15 

(12-12-15-15-15): R5. 

86 

5 


128 

20 

(35-40) 

87 

15 


129 

5 

( 7-12-30) : R6 . 

88 

15 

(12-12-12-15-15 ):R4. 

130 

16 


89 

14 

(20) 

131 

20 

(20-30-40) 

90 

2 


132 

6 

(7-7-8-10): R6: the 10 verified. 

91 

17 

(50) 

133 

8 

(15-15-15-50) 
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136 

137 

SfC4 

138 

139 

140 

141 

XC5 

142 

143 

8 

-144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

NCI 

157 

NC2 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 


1798 


11 

(45) 

S-179 

23 

12 


180 

3 

- 


181 

13 

15 


182 

6 

17 

(20-35-35) 

183 

3 

- 


184 

18 

24 

Rl. 

185 

22 

21 


186 

16 

22 

(50 ): Rl. 

187 

31 

10 

( 15 -25 ) : R5. 

1799 


3 

(12-35) 

NCI 

- 

5 

(8) 

188 

10 

8 

(12-15-15) 

189 

19 

3 

(8) 

1800 

S-190 

19 

14 

(20-20-35) 

191 

23 

8 

(12-15-15) 

192 

19 

8 

(12-15-15) 

193 

18 

13 

6 

(5-5-12-12 ):R6. 

194 

21 

7 


195 

6 

17 

(15-15-30-35) 

196 

38 

23 

( 30 i : R2. 

NCI 

- 

12 

(25-30) 

NC2 

- 

14 


197 

25 

15 

(45): the 45 verified. 

198 

4 

6 

( 15 ): R6. 

199 

13 



200 

11 

15 

(45) 

NC3 

1 

2 

(6-12): both verified. 

201 

7 

10 

202 

8 

8 

(25) 

203 

22 

7 


204 

9 

15 

R2. 

205 

13 

16 

(1 5-1 5-1 5-15-45 i : R4. 

206 

11 

10 

(15-15-15-20) 

207 

13 

8 

(30-35) 

208 

10 

16 

(12 -12 -12-15-20 );R4. 

209 

22 

27 


210 

2 

16 

R2. 

211 

10 

11 


212 

15 

9 

(30) 

NC4 

"* 

15 

(25-25-30-30) 

1801 


9 

12 

11 

(30) 

S-213 

20 


214 

12 

14 

(40-40) 

215 

6 

10 

(25-35) 

NCI 

3 

12 

(35) 

216 

26 

11 

(15-15-20-35 ):R5. 

217 

1 

3 

(7-7) 

218 

4 


Rl. 

(7-15-20) 
(40): R4_. 

(7-8-8) 

(60) 

(40):R2_. 


(20-25-25-40): R4. 
(30-30-30) 

(20-20-25): R3. 

(25-25) 

(20-20-25-25-25): R3. 
(15-15-20-25-25-25- 
35): R3: the 35 verified. 

(12) 


( 6 ) 

(-12-12-15-25-30): R4. 
(30) 

( 12 ) 

(6-7-8-10-12) 

R2. 

R5 . 

R4. 

(30) 

(20) 

(15-15-25) 

R3 . 

( 10 ) 

(40-55) 

(35 ): R3. 


(30-50 ):R2_. 
( 45 ) : R4 . 

(1-2-3): R7_. 

(50-55) 

( 10 ) 
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1801 



1803 



S-219 

38 

( 35 ) : Rl . 

* S-263 

16 

(45) 

NC2 

- 


264 

8 

(6-6-6-10-12-15-15) 

220 

20 

(25 ) : R3_ . 

265 

18 

(30) 

221 

25 

(25-25-30) 

1804 



NC3 

2 

(4-8):R7. 

S-266 

34 

(45) 

222 

16 





223 

39 


1805 



224 

33 

(40) 

S-267 

45 

(50) 




268 

24 

(20-20-20-30-35): R3 

1802 



269 

29 


S-225 

30 

(50): R2. 




226 

20 


1806 



NCI 

6 

(15-20) 

S-270 

69 

Rl. 

227 

23 


1807 



228 

24 


S-271 

44 


229 

21 

(35 ): R4. 

272 

7 

(15-15-15) 

NC2 

1 

(4) 

273 

59 

(45) 

230 

39 

(50-60): Rl. 

274 

17 

(35-35) 

231 

42 

(45) 

275 

21 

(30-35-40-45 ):R3. 

232 

41 

(50-60) 

276 

50 

(50) 

233 

28 

(30-30 ):R3. 




234 

12 

(30 ): R5. 

1808 



235 

14 

(40) 

S-277 

34 


236 

35 


278 

23 


237 

24 

(60) 

279 

41 

Rl. 

238 

14 

( 12-15-20 ): R5. 

1809 



239 

28 

(30-35) 

S-280 

50 

(65): R2. 

240 

22 

(15-15-20-20-20- 






25-30-35 ):R4. 

1810 



241 

38 

(45) 

S-281 

50 

(45-45-45) 

242 

21 

(40) 

282 

25 





283 

28 


1803 



284 

18 


S-243 

33 

(35-35 ):R3. 

285 

21 


244 

19 

(20-20-20-20-25 ):R4. 




245 

24 

( 50 ) : R3. 

1811 



246 

27 

R3. 

S-286 

34 

(45-50) 

247 

23 

(30-40-45): R3. 

287 

49 


248 

14 

(15-20-30) 

1 oi o 



249 

28 

(40 ) : R3. 




250 

24 

R3. 

S-288 

30 

(50) 

NCI 

4 

(8) 

289 

290 

38 

38 

(50-55-60) 

251 

28 

(50) 

291 

18 

(50) 

252 

21 

(50) 




253 

19 


1813 



254 

20 

R2. 

3-292 

39 

(50-50-55-55) 

255 

28 


293 

41 

(50-60) 

256 

26 

( 30-35-40-45 ):R3. 




257 

17 

R3. 

1814 



258 

40 


S-294 

49 


259 

18 

(15-15-15-20-35 ):R4. 

295 

54 


260 

46 





261 

22 





262 

15 

(15-15-15-15-30): R5. 





The following table gives mintage figures and number reported by year and type. 



MINTAGE: 

BREEN 

MINTAGE: 

YEOMAN 

REPORTED 

1793 Chain 

36,103 

36,103 

43 

Wreath 

63,353 

63,353 

73 

Lib Cap 

11,056 

11,056 

14 

1.794 

917,521 

918,521 

486 

1795 Lettered Edge 

37,000 

82,000 

57 

Plain Edge 

501,500 

456,500 

87 

1796 Lib Cap 

109,825 

109,825 

125 

TOTAL LIB CAP, all years 

1,576,902 

1,577,902 

769 

1796 Draped Bust 

366,375 

363,375 

174 

1797 

897,510 (1) 

897,510 

316 

1798 

1,841,745 (2) 

979,700 

548 

1799 

42,540 (3) 

904,585 

29 

1800 

2,822,175 

2,822,175 

340 

1801 

1,362,837 

1,362,837 

245 

1802 

3,435,100 (4) 

3,435,100 

483 

1803 

3,131,691 (5) 

2,471,353 

538 

1804 

96,500 

756,838 

34 

1805 

941,116 

941,116 

98 

1806 

348,000 (6) 

348,000 

69 

1807 

829,221 

727,221 

198 

TOTAL DRAPED BUST, all years 

16,114,810 

16,009,810 

3072 

1808 

1,007,000 

1,109,000 

98 

1809 

222,867 

222,867 

50 

1810 

1,458,500 

1,458,500 

142 

1811 

218,025 

218,025 

83 

1812 

1,075,500 

1,075,500 

124 

1813 

418,000 

418,000 

80 

1814 

357,830 

357,830 

103 

TOTAL TURBAN HEAD, all years 

4,757,722 

4,859,722 

680 


Footnotes: ( 1 ) Includes many dated 1796. 

(2) " " " 1797 and all 1799/8. 

(3) Does not include the 17 99/8. 

(4) Includes some dated 1801. 

(5) " many " 1802. 

(6) " some " 1805. 


ft 


From the preceding table, the "top ten" coins for a "date and type" collector would appear 
to be those shown in the following chart. 


First: 

1793 

Liberty Cap 

14 reported 

Second: 

1799 


29 

f! 

Third: 

1804 


34 

ff 

Fourth: 

1793 

Chain 

43 

IT 

Fifth: 

1809 


50 

U 

Sixth: 

1795 

Lettered Edge 

57 

IT 

Seventh: 

1806 


69 

H 

Eighth: 

1793 

Wreath 

73 

T 1 

Ninth: 

1813 


80 

n 

Tenth: 

1811 


83 

TT 


Normally, one would expect to find the 1796 Bust and 1796 Cap in the bottom half of this 
list, but the large number of varieties contained in these two listings moved them far down 
the list. Most of the collections polled contented themselves with only one specimen of the 
1806 (a common variety), while trying to obtain eleven different 1796 Caps and thirty-three 
different 1796 Busts. Otherwise, the list closely parallels the actual scarcity of the various 
dates and types . 


The author wishes to express his sincere thanks to all those who participated in 
the census and to Capt. John D. Wright and to Walter Breen for their help and suggestions 
in preparing this report. 
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The following article appeared in EMPIRE TOPICS, Issue No. 8, November -December, 
1959, published by the Empire Coin Company; and is reprinted with the permission of the 
author and James F. Kelly, the President of the Paramount International Coin Corporation, 
Paramount Building, Englewood, Ohio, 45322. Paramount International acquired all of the 
assets of the Empire Coin Company, when this firm was dissolved. PENNY-WISE expresses 
its sincere appreciation to Mr. Kelly, the Paramount International Coin Corporation, and Mr. 
Walter Breen for their generous permission in making this article available to the members 
of the Early American Coppers Club. 

THE "STRAWBERRY LEAF” CENTS OF 1793 
by Walter Breen 

The most legendary of the coins of 1793, and the ones about which more rumors are 
circulated than any other, are the wreath type cents (Crosby 5-D, 5-E; Sheldon NC-2,3) 
with a sprig of tri-lobed leaves and berries between the date and bust. Crosby devoted 
considerable attention to them in his 1897 monograph, but so far as I know their complete 
story has never been published. What has hitherto been published on them, outside Crosby's 
monograph, is mostly in error; and not even Crosby was altogether free from error in his 
discussion of them. A detailed description seems necessary in view of the illustrations. 



Crosby gives reasons for thinking that the engraver was trying to represent not 
strawberry, nor yet clover, but instead cotton leaves. Whatever one calls them, they are 
certainly different from the normal olive or laurel sprig found on all other wreath type 
1793's. A fact which Dr. Hall seems to have been first to point out is that the tre-foils 
(tri-lobed leaves) are the same as those in the wreath on the reverse. To this I would add 
that they are also the same as those found on the edges. It isn't too important whether the 
normal sprig be called olive or laurel, or whether the sprigs here discussed be called 




olive or laurel, or whether the sprigs here discussed be called strawberry, clover, or 
cotton - the diecutter, most likely Joseph Wright, was not a botanist and very probably did 
not even have a specimen of plant life as a model for his design, as the plants depicted on 
the 1793's do not exactly match any known botanical species . 

Why Wright deviated on this single obverse die from the device standardized on the 
other wreath type 1793's is not known. Crosby placed this obverse (his No. 5) at the head 
of the series of wreath cents. This is now known to be in error, for two very simple 
reasons; Crosby's obverses 4 and 6 have large date and LIBERTY; his obverse 5, however, 
has small date and LIBERTY, like his obverses 7 through 11. Moreover, the earlier 1793 
wreath cents measure 25 to 26.5 mm. as do the chain cents; but the last wreath cents, the 
Crosby 9-1, 9-11, 9-G and 11-J, are often larger, measuring 27-29.5 mm. Now of the 
known strawberry leaf coins, the unique 5-D measures 26.5 mm. , and the Saltus-ANS and 
Rabin 5-E's measure respectively 28 and 27 mm. (I have had no opportunity to measure 
any others. ) The most logical place for the strawberry coins, therefore, is just before the 
11-J’s, as the latter come with lettered edges as well as the vine and bars device, whereas 
the known strawberry coins have only the vine and bars edge. This obverse die, however, 
was probably made after obverse 11, although used before the latter. 

Inasmuch as there is still confusion about the number known of the strawberry leaf 
cents, it will be profitable to enumerate all known specimens with their histories, beginning 
with the unique Crosby 5-D or Sheldon NC-2. 

I. Crosby 5-D; Sheldon NC-2. Earliest recorded as the property of Richard B. 
Winsor in the 1860's. Pictured on the Crosby-Levick plate of 1793's, as No. 6-D, and at 
that time the only known strawberry leaf coin. In the Winsor auction (by Chapman, 1895 ), 
lot 823, at $21. From S. S. Crosby to Dr. Hall, April 1896, at $42.50. Virgil Brand bought 
the Hall collection outright sometime before 1916. In the middle 1940's this piece and 
others went from the Brand estate to Charles Williams, Cincinnati insurance executive. 

It is now owned by a prominent collector in Philadelphia. Condition 1; traces of swelling on 
the reverse die, accounting for the quick discard of this die. Pictured in the Winsor 
catalogue (1895), the Crosby book (1897) EARLY AMERICAN CENTS and PENNY WHIMSY, 
the reverse only on the last three. An electrotype copy is in the collection of the American 
Numismatic Society. 

II. Crosby 5-E; Sheldon NC-3. Previous source uncertain, this coin first 
appeared in the Parmelee sale of 1890, lot 671, at $79; there bought by Charles Steigerwalt, 
and by him resold at $90. to Dr, Hall. From Hall to the Brand estate, thereafter sold at 
least once and possibly twice by an Ohio dealer, the second time at a reported $2 ,750. (the 
same figure has been claimed for the 5-D above ); since then unseen. Believed to be the 
Mrs. Staples coin, now impounded in a New England estate. Finest of the "original" 
strawberry leaf coins, now reported as condition 7 and has been called "Fine for coin". 
Pictured in the Parmelee catalogue and the GUIDEBOOK OF U.S. COINS (obverse only); 
examined by Crosby prior to 1897 but it is a mystery why he did not picture it instead of 
the inferior coin III, or make an electrotype as of the 5-D. Sheldon says that Brand 
bought Nos. I and II for $25. for the pair, and that Brand's agent Carl Wurtzbach carried 
them around for years, offering them at $75. for the pair around 1917 . This, if true, is 
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singular; Edgar Adams, in the May, 1911 NUMISMATIST, quoted Virgil Brand as "having 
been offered $1500. for the pair"(by Wooditt or Granberg or Newcomer most likely). 

No. II is the only strawberry leaf coin with all four numerals of the date legible. 

III. Crosby 5-E. First in the Merritt collection (January 1897 ), lot 90 at 
$45.25, this later belonged to Hon. Ferguson Haines, of Biddeford, Maine. Haines re- 
peatedly put the coin up at auction between 1880 and 1893, but the coin never exceeded his 
reserve bid and was always "bought in". Finally it appeared in Edouard Frossard's 130th 
sale, December 19, 1894, lot 700, where it went at $120. To quote Steigerwalt's 
MESSENGER (also quoted by Adams in the above-mentioned NUMISMATIST article): "It 
was this cent that incidentally caused the historic fight when Frossard and another dealer, 
both veterans, rolled around the floor of the auction room, trying to kick each other, and 
the late H. P. Smith lost a diamond pin in the confusion incidental to separating them. " 

The coin was eventually sold to J. Sanford Saltus who presented it to the American Numismatic 
Society sometime before 1914. Pictured in Crosby (1897), the 1914 ANS EXHIBITION 
CATALOGUE, plate 22; the STANDARD CATALOGUE; EARLY AMERICAN CENTS; and 
PENNY WHIMSY. Condition 3, but has a comparatively pleasing color and surface for the 
grade. Either this or II may have been the example "sold in Clinton Hall in 1878" 
(Steigerwalt) or in J. W. Scott's auction, October 23, 1877, at $77.50; this has been unveri- 
fiable because I have been unable to locate the catalogues referred to. 

IV. Crosby 5-E. Earliest reported by the late William Rabin of Philadelphia, in 
a full-page advertisement on page 736 of the September, 1941 NUMISMATIST, at $2500; 
there illustrated but not since until now. At present owned by the same Philadelphia 
collector who owns No. I. Also rated as Condition 3, this has a much sharper reverse than 
III but is very rough, the obverse seemingly corroded. 

Other examples have been reported on several occasions but to date they have refused 
to stand up and be counted. Alert collectors will note that the above account differs in 
some details from that given in PENNY WHIMSY. I must nevertheless insist that the 
present enumeration and pedigrees are correct, as against any contrary claims in the latter 
book; the latter was mainly a reworking of data in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, and Dr. 
Sheldon's treatment of these remarkable coins was admittedly sketchy, partly because he 
believed them to be patterns rather than coinage (a view with which I cannot agree ), partly 
because he never had the opportunity to study them or their history in detail, but instead 
trusted to the memory of individuals like Wurtzbach and B. G. Johnson, who surely never 
claimed to speak ex cathedra. Sheldon's assigned basal value to the 5-E is strictly 
speculative, based on his view of them as patterns. The only test of it would be an auction 
of one of them, correctly described. Sheldon's calculations would make a 3-coin worth 
6 x $35. or $210. , but pressure from collectors of "type" coins would doubtless require 
that figure to be multiplied by 30 or 40 and probably more in these inflationary times where 
luxuries and rarities are worth more than the devalued dollars one exchanges for them. 




In reference to the preceding article, the following letter was received from Mr. 
James F. Kelly, President of Paramount International Coin Corporation, and is reprinted 
in its entirety: 


September 10, 1968 

Dear Dr. Lapp: 

In answer to your request to reprint the article on "Strawberry Leaf" Cents from 
EMPIRE TOPICS in 1959, such permission is granted, as Paramount is not only interested 
in operating as a profitable corporation, but is very much interested in the educational and 
any other phase of numismatics that will be beneficial to the hobby. 

I have handled three specimens of the "Strawberry Leaf" Cents of 1793, including 
the unique variety which was sold to Sol Kaplan and which, I am of the opinion, went to the 
Eliasberg collection. This could be verified by contacting Sol. Also from this same col- 
lection, which incidentally was purchased from B. G. Johnson, was a specimen in strictly 
VF condition which is now in possession of a collector or an estate in the New England 
states, the party's name of which I am not privileged to divulge. The other specimen I 
sold in one of my auction sales in the early 1950's. It came out of a Philadelphia collection 
and was purchased also by a Philadelphian. The only other specimen I know of is the Clapp 
specimen in the ANS collection. The first two specimens mentioned were from the Brand 
collection, part of a complete collection purchased in the late 20's. 

I just mention the above , as I doubt if many dealers have handled more of this 
variety than myself. 

Sincerely yours , 

James F. Kelly 

President 


Walter D. Leavitt gives his 


v 

TWO CENTS WORTH 


RE: Denis Loring's query about the usefulness of the grade F-18. Should this grade 

be used? Most definitely! Why? Well, here are one man's thoughts thereon. 

When Dr. Sheldon developed his quantitative grading scale, he was attempting not 
only to define as accurately and precisely as possible the adjectival grades of Fair, Good, 
Very Good, Fine, Very Fine, Extremely Fine, Almost Uncirculated, and Mint State, but 
also to relate the equivalent numerical points on the quantitative scale to value: thus, a 

7-coin (basic VG) can be expected to cost 7 times what a 1-coin (basal state) costs, a 
20-coin (basic VF) usually brings 20 times the cost of a coin in basal state, and so on. 

Since the scale of condition is quantitative, and since certain points on the scale are singled 
out in an attempt to equate adjectival descriptions with cost as accurately as possible, the 
scale must always be considered as a continuum of conditions, each point on the scale re- 
presenting an additional small but definable step toward the next higher grade, a progression 
which is usually reflected in price. Such quantitative grading can be seen best when a fairly 
large number of coins in various conditions of wear are arranged in a row; if one can then 
learn to pick out the coins the grades of which are most frequently distinguished on the scale 
(Fr-1, G-4, VG-7, F-12, VF-20, etc. ), it takes very little practice to note which of the 
remaining coins most nearly approach, or most radically depart from, the more standard 
numerical designations. Thus, a 6-coin, an 8-coin, an 18-coin and so on can be singled out 
with a rather high degree of accuracy. Such step-by-step distinctions are made most fre- 
quently with coins in lower conditions ( Fair through Very Good) where the continuum of 
grading is marked by a distance of only one number. (This use of such precisely refined 
grades undoubtedly came about because the overwhelmingly large number of coins remaining 
to us occur in these conditions; one had ample material to practice on. ) Coins in Fine 
condition are usually graded at intervals of three numbers, and coins that range between 
Very Fine and Mint State are usually graded at intervals of five numbers. 


The following chart shows the spread of the numerical grades in relation to the 
adjectival grades, the points most frequently sihgled out on the scale, and the intervals of 
numerical distance commonly used in each grading condition. 


Grade 

inclus ive 
S-numbers 

number 
of points 
included 
for each 
grade 

points 
on scale 
s ingled out 
bv Sheldon 

additional 
points 
in scale 
frequently 
distinguished 

distance 

between 

po ints 

on scale 

now 

usually 

distinguished 

Fr. 

1-3 

3 

1,2,3 


1 

G 

4-6 

3 

4,5,6 


1 

VG 

7-11 

5 

7,8,10 


1-2 

F 

12-19 

8 

12,15 

18 

3 

VF 

20-39 

20 

20,30 

25,35 

5 

XF 

40-49 

10 

40 

45 

5 

AU 

50-59 

10 

50 

55 

5 

MS 

60-70 

11 

60,65,70 


5 

All this does not mean that other intermediate points on the continuum scale cannot 
or should not be noted, but only that it seems to be done rarely. Surely if one can dis- 


tinguish a 6-coin from a 7-coin (and this is done constantly), one can just as accurately 
distinguish a 19-coin from a 20-coin. It is the concept of the continuum that makes such 
precise (and sometimes necessary) grading possible and ultimately valuable. Yes, there 
is a grade called F-18, and if we refuse to distinguish it and others like it, then we might 
as well return to the deceptive and chaotic world of mere adjectival descriptions. 
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THE THRILL OF DISCOVERING A NEW VARIETY 
by Julius Reiver 

Not too long ago I was attributing a 1797 large cent which grades almost Fine. The 
date is close. The planehet is dark and reasonably smooth. All of the devices and legends 
are sharp except 97, the point of the bust, UN of UNITED, and OF. In these areas the dies 
were obviously clashed or sinking. Evidence of die clashing is plainly seen from the neck 
to the jaw, in front of the eye, and behind the head. There is a triangular break through 
the T toward the R in LIBERTY. The R has a straight tail. On the reverse, there are five 
berries on each side of the wreath. There are stems, the right of which, if extended, would 
just touch the left tip of A and bisect the C; and there is an engraver's mark from the fraction 
bar to the right ribbon. A curved break extends from the top serif of the crossbar in the E 
of AMERICA and passes through the uppermost serif of the E towards the R. 

Looking through the key ( Table 12 ) in PENNY WHIMSY, I eliminated all varieties 
for attribution except the S-141. The reverse on my coin, however, did not match the re- 
verse of the S-141. The tip of the leaf under the D reaches only the upright on the S-141, 
whereas on my coin the tip of the leaf reached the center of the D. So I was back where I 
started. 

Next, I studied the plate of each reverse very carefully. As I neared the end of the 
1797’s, I began to doubt my eyes and my ability. Then I came to Rev. S. of the S-142. My 
coin was a perfect match for it, and the written description fit also. I couldn't understand 
how I had missed it the first time, until I checked the obverse which was not even close. I 
went back to the reverses and again checked each plate. There was no doubt about it. My 
coin was Rev. S. 

Now I began to realize that my coin was possibly a new variety. I very carefully 
checked each obverse of 1797 to see if the obverse of my coin matched an existing one or 
was a new die. When I came to Obv. 11 of S-133, I knew that it was the right one. I 
couldn't see a scratch from the B to the rim as on the S-133, but the V-shaped break through 
the T to the R clinched it. Obv. 11 is matched only with Rev. J, a stemless variety, in 
PENNY WHIMSY, and an Obv. 11-Rev. S combination is not mentioned. 

My specimen is evidently a later striking of Obv. 11. There is a heavy die break 
from the rim at the level of the bust, to the lowest point of the neck, and then across the 
bottom of the neck. Another break starts at the rim below the lowest curl, then runs 
diagonally upward and to the right through the curls and shoulder towards the other break. 

I believe that these breaks link up and that the smaller section of the die sinks. The 9 of 
the date is weak, and the 7 is almost gone. The lower tip of the bust is very weak. The 
reverse is blank at this point, showing that there was insufficient pressure on stamping. 
Assuming that my coin represents a new variety, the die mating chart for the 1797's will 
need to be revised. 

My good friend, George Ramont, an expert on attributing large cents, checked the 
coin for me. I did not give him my conclusions, but let him attribute the coin one side at 
a time. He came up with the same results. Next, I showed the coin to Walter Breen who 
agreed with the attirbution and entered the specimen in his notes as NC-7, a unique and new 
variety of 1797 . 



PLATES OF THE 1797 NC-7. 
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THE 1797 NC-7 - A NEW, UNLISTED VARIETY 
by Walter Breen 

I wish to add a new, unlisted variety to the three which were reported by me in 
PENNY-WISE No. 8. 

1797 NC-7 Obv. 11 of S-133. 

Rev. S, of S-142. 

Die break variations. Obv, Clashed, and with the break through RT as on the last 

S-133's, and the faint crack or defect through tops of IB. With a new obverse break: 
through lowest curl into drapery, disappearing, and reappearing at base of neck, then in an 
arc to border somewhat beyond upper edge of drapery. Rev, The discoverer alludes to a 
small break in E of AMERICA, joining middle serif to upper serif and protruding slightly m 
field towards R, but I am not convinced it is actually a break. Logically, this should have 
preceded S-142 as it does not show the rust pits found on the latest examples of the latter, 
and I have not found any rusted die coins showing any break at ER, though its absence may be 
due to wear or to poor striking. 

R-8. 10-0. The single example was discovered by Julius Reiver aboutthe beginning 

of September, 1968. It is of Fine sharpness but somewhat granular, as often on 1797 s, and 
unevenly struck so that final 7 of date cannot be read; UNITED and OF are also very weak, 
the OF not legible. 

This leads me to construct the following revised mating diagram for 17 97's, which 
begins to make more sense than that proposed by Clapp and followed by Dr. Sheldon: 

1- A NC-1 Rev. of 1796 F, single terminal leaves. 

2 - A 120-a, b Plain and gripped edges. 

3 - A 121-a , b Plain and gripped edges.. 

The gripped edge is like that on the half cents, which are known to have been made 

between the lettered edge and plain edge coins of Feb. -Mar. 1797. 

12-K 134 Unused 1796 rev., from earliest Draped Bust issue: small fraction. 

Belongs with 1796 revs. I, K, O, and R. These four 1797 varieties belong 
with a large number of 1796 Draped Bust coins as among those made in 1/ J7 
prior to the Mint's closing down for the yellow: fever epidemic Sept. 1. 

Mintage to that date, 411,510 delivered. Edge of ten crudely reeded. No 
coinage from Sept. 1 to Nov. 1: Mint closed during that period. 

5-F 124 Coltman flans. 

5- G 125 Coltman flans. 

6- G 126 Coltman flans. 

7- G 127 Rev. G is similar to C and to 1798 C. Note E directly above T of CENT. 

The presumption is that more 1796 Draped Bust cents were struck in this period, together 
with the above. four 1797 varieties. 

Nov. 6 to Dec. 2: total of 416,563 delivered, on Coltman (Govr. & Co. of Copper Miners) 

blanks, mostly rough and irregular, many convexo-concave, at least 63,308 of them black. 
The Mint people made a perfunctory attempt to scour and remill these. 

Dec. 4, 1797. First shipment of 415,042 blanks, weighing 88 Cwt 3 Qr 21 lbs. , or 
9, 961 lbs. , arrived per packetboat Adrian^ from .Boulton & Watt. These were top quality. 
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and, as no processing was needed, immediately went into production while the Mint retained 
a quantity of the Coltman blanks. 

Dec. 6-13. Some 69,437 struck, all delivered and casked on the 13tn. Tnis group included 
the commonly seen Nichols Find coins. Some of the 69,437 were dated 1796 from die break 
evidence. Other Boulton flans were used early in 1798, many dated 17 97, possibly some 
others dated 1796. Afterwards, the Coltman blanks were gradually used up and more orders 
were shipped from Boulton . 


4B 

122 

Coltman blanks, apparently. 

4-C 

NC-2 

None fine enough to be certain which flans used. 

4~D 

NC-3 

Same comment. 

4-E 

123 

Boulton flans always. Nichols Find. Berries 6-6. Peff. & ckd. 

1796 

15-Z 

118. Berries 6-6, one under D. Perf. obv. die. Boulton flans 

1796 

15-AA 

119. Berries 6-6. Rev. of S-123, cracking up. 

13-L 

135 

Boulton flans. Nichols Find. Berries 6-6. 

13-M 

NC-6 

Raymond Chatham's discovery. Perfect dies. 

14-M 

136 

Boulton flans. Obv. similar to 1 (delayed use). The rusted die 
coins may have been struck long afterwards. 

14-N 

137 

Berries 6-5, berry under D. Boulton flans. 

20-R 

NC-5 

Berries 6-5. Perfect rev. , later cracked at second T. 
Boulton flans. 

1796 

21 -W 

113 Rev. R of 1797, perfect. Boulton flans. 

1796 

22 -W 

114 Boulton flans. Rev. now with break at second T. 

1796 

23-X 

Perfect obv. Coltman flans - may have come much earlier but 
inserted here because of obv. die. 

1796 

23-W 

115 Perfect (earlier ) and broken obv. Rev. 1797 R usually now 
worse broken. Broken die coins always on Boulton flans. Rev. 
similar to 1797 0: berry opposite E of ONE lower than usual, 

A almost touches ribbon, denominator too far left. 1796 S-104, 
105 may come here. 

19-Q 

141 

Boulton flans. Rev. similar to O as last. 

15-0 

NC-4 


16-0 

138 

Boulton flans, at least sometimes. 

17 -P 

139 

Ditto. 

18-P 

140 

The defective T on obv. may indicate that this was the last obv. die 


made from the older punches, i.e. just before obv. 21. Others, 
made earlier, evidently followed it, and there were also some made 
with last digit unused - the Style I letters obvs. 1 through 6 of 1798. 
Note that reverses Q, P, and 3 all have fraction bar continued to 
right by engraver's scratch, as do 1798 A, B and 1796 T which 
probably came before these. 


8-H 

128 

Boulton flans sometimes. Rev. most like 17 98 A. 

9-H 

129 

Perfect and broken obv. die. 

9-1 

130 

Later obv. die state. 

9-J 

131 

Still later. Stem less reverse, perfect. 

10-J 

132 

Stemless reverse, perfect and broken. 

11-J 

133 

Broken reverse die, later. Clashed obverse. 

11-S 

NC-7 

Julius Reiver's discovery. Clashed and broken obverse. 


this NC-7 has diagonal edge reeding faintly or clearly visible in 
some part of edge. ■ This is characteristic of many early 1798 coins. 


Helfenstein's gem overdate 1798 had both diagonal and vertical 
edge reeding. Others - almost all of them Boulton flans - come 
with either diagonal or vertical reeding, always faint. 

21 -S Rev. normal or badly rusted. Obv. Style II letters as in later 1798. 

21 -T Stemless. The coin I discovered in Oakland, California on October 29, 1961 

and sold to Mrs. Paschal, is on a Boulton flan: AU-50. 

If the 1796 with 97 T reverse, in ANS, included in EARLY AMERICAN CENTS 
but not in PENNY WHIMSY, actually turned out to be genuine, it would presumably follow 
21-T. I do not believe in the coin, having examined it closely; Dr. Sheldon had originally 
included it because Clapp believed in it, but Dr. Sheldon and I agreed that the amount of 
retooling was entirely compatible with alteration of 1797 to 1796, even to different spacing 
of numerals . 
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COMMENTS FROM THE MEMBERS 


J. M. COOPER reports that, at the meeting of the Blue Ridge Numismatic Associa- 
tion held at Macon, Georgia in August, he met two more members of the EAC for the first 
time: C. F. Gordon, Jr, and Bill Parks, both of Orlando, Florida. He spent several 
hours with them during the four days there and reports that two finer guys would be hard to 
find. 

Cooper exhibited a complete set of large cents from 1793-1857 along with some 
Colonials, Hard Times tokens, and merchant and Civil War Tokens, and was awarded 
second best in the overall competition. Thirty different exhibitors from seven different 
states had displays. Cooper was also awarded a special award for the exhibit which con- 
veyed the most educational information to the viewer. Our congratulations to him ! 

Mr. Cooper also referred to a recent question in Penny Quiz, in which members 
were asked to identify "the father of the coin trade in America". The answer to this was 
Edward Cogan. Cooper quotes from Ed. Frossard's NUMISMA for January, 1880, to which 
Mr. Cogan had submitted the following autobiography: "Edward Cogan, born at Walthamston, 
in Essex, England 5th January 1803; landed in Philadelphia, 26th July 1853; commenced 
coin trade in 1856; removed to Brooklyn in 1865 and carried on the coin business until 14th 
October 1879." Cooper notes that so brief an autobiography could be why so few people have 
heard of him. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: Walter Breen says, after reading the biography of 

Howard R. Newcomb, "I find it singular that Dr. Sheldon would have characterized 
Newcomb: that Royal Arch Mason, Shriner, yachtsman, vociferous Republican, and civic 
uplife joiner as a quiet, retiring man (see Sheldon's chapter on Old Cent Whist in PENNY 
WHIMSY)." 

*****:+:*****=}:** 

Walter Breen reports as follows: "Kelly's comments on the Strawberry Leaf cents 

are of some interest. The so-called VF is probably the Parmelee 5-E, which has only the 
obv„ pictured in the Parmelee sale catalogue and more recently in the Guidbook. The 5-D, 
unique, had a long pedigree history, but if it went to Eliasberg, that is news to me and 
should be verified. Sol Kaplan appears to have bought it out of the Charles M. Williams' 
collection about 1949, but this may have been through intermediates and also should be 
verified. 

Another 1797 NC-2 has turned up, this one VG10 or better, but mutilated - in a lot 
from England. The mutilation consists of extensive scarping in the obv. fields; the edges 
are also much banged up. The die break is very plain." 

sic********:*:**** 

Julius Reiver, v/hose discovery of the 1797 NC-7 is reported elsewhere in this 
issue, informs the Editor that the book which he is writing with George Ramont, having to 
do with a new method for the quick attribution of large cents, is not yet completed. The 
authors decided to make one last revision in their system, which necessitates going through 
the entire series to make the change. As soon as the book is ready for publication, 
PENNY-WISE will report on it to the membership. 


For the information of those living in the Orlando, Florida area or those who might 
be visiting near there this winter, our venerable Treasurer, Bill Parks, has opened a 
coin shop at 1109 East Colonial Drive, Orlando 32803. In addition to stocking a wide 
selection of coins including large cents, Bill also has a choice stock of glass and brass 
ware. EAC members are welcome to drop by. 

************** 

Dr. and Mrs. D. V. Boardman have recently returned to their home and his medical 
practice in Winona, Minnesota after making an extensive tour of the United States in their 
Dodge Mobile Home. Dr. Boardman has forwarded three interesting medals to the EAC 
which he has asked to be given out as prizes for some future Penny Quiz. The medals in- 
clude one from the Eisenhower Museum at Abilene, Kansas; a Klondike Dollar from 
Edmonton, Canada; and a medal issued on the dedication of the Gateway Arch, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

************** 

Denis Loring advises us that, by the time this issue of P-W appears, he will be 
engaged. The lucky lady is Miss Paula Naomi Levine, a 1968 graduate of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, who is now studying for a Master's degree in 
electrical engineering at the University of Illinois. They plan to be married next summer. 

************** 

Gordon J. Wrubel writes: "To date, I have not received any information on the 

nice Liberty Cap cent which I saw at the National Bank of Detroit Money Museum. Doesn't 
anyone know of this one ? 

One thing I would like to see more of in PENNY-WISE is first-hand reports of 
numismatic adventures by the membership, e.g. Capt. Wright's whirlwind trip and the 
story on the S-48. Stories like these give insights into the personalities of our fellow 
members and relate experiences with which we can identify. 

I need help from some EAC members on the next item: the president of our local 

coin club has prepared a talk on large cents. He needs slides of the major types to show 
during his talk. I told him that I would see if someone in the EAC could help him out. If 
anyone has obverse and reverse slides of the Chain, Wreath, Liberty Cap, Draped Bust, 
Turband Head, Coronote, and Braided Hair Cord cents, I would appreciate very much 
either the purchase or the use of them. Any expenses incurred will be reimbursed. " 

************** 

Dr. Warren A. Lapp, an obstetrician and gynecologist in Brooklyn, N. Y. , is 
serving as a member of a special committee of lawyers appointed by the Brooklyn Bar 
Association, to seek federal approval for issuance of a commemorative postage stamp 
marking the centennial anniversary of the date on which construction of the Brooklyn Bridge 
was begun. The Brooklyn Bridge had its beginning in 1869 under the aegis of John A. 
Roebling. When Roebling died of tetanus suffered from an injury received early in the 
bridge's construction, his son, Augustus A. Roebling, took over its supervision. The bridge 
was opened to traffic on May 24, 1883. Now famous all over the world, the Brooklyn Bridge 
was designated as a National Monument by the National Park Service in 1964. Maybe the 
committee can extend its efforts to have a commemorative coin or medal also struck? 


After a flurried interchange of letters between the principals and an EAC inter- 
mediary, Herb Silberman, your Editor has leanred secondhandedly that Mr. Willard C. 
Blaisdell would like the following recorded in the pages of PENNY-WISE: 

1. that Mr. Blaisdell discovered, amongst coins in his collection, the 1794 NC-8 
described in the last issue of P-W and that he still owns the coin; 

2. that he took the plates of the coin used in the last issue and that they and the 
write-up of the coin's discovery were used without his express consent; 

3. that his attribution of the coin had first been confirmed by Dr. Sheldon and 
Mrs. Paschal, aPer which he had it authenticated by Walter Breen; and 

4. that he had intended to publish his discovery along with other new varieties of 
the early date cents along with another new and possibly unique variety of 1794 in THE 
NUMISMATIST or the NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK Magazine at some subsequent date. 

We deeply regret any embarrassment or discomfort which Mr. Blaisdell may 
have suffered. 

PENNY-WISE will continue to report all salient information to the membership 
about large cents as it becomes available, respecting only the privacy of the individual when 
requested or as indicated for security purposes. The EAC is a small group of dedicated 
collectors specializing in large cents and it would seem to us that the members should be 
entitled to such information. Publication of such material may help to bring other examples 
of the same variety to light. 

PENNY-WISE enjoys very limited distribution, a copy being sent to each member. 
Because an article appears in PENNY-WISE is no reason that the same article or one 
pertaining to the same subject cannot be published in a national numismatic publication 
such as THE NUMISMATIST or the SCRAPBOOK, each of which enjoys wide distribution 
amongst thousands of coin collectors. 

Our sincere apologies to Mr. Blaisdell, and we hope that he will see fit to 
publicize his other and recent findings amongst the members of the EAC, to which he also 
belongs . 


FOREWORD 


So far as the authors have been able to ascertain, this is the first article ever 
written in detail about the Taunton Copper Manufacturing Company, better known as 
Crocker Bros, of Taunton. 

The information for the article was obtained through the review of old deeds and 
documents held in the Office of the Registry of Deeds in Taunton, Massachusetts; from the 
study of local histories written about the towns of Norton and Taunton; from local historical 
societies; and from personal observations of the mill sites, the river, and the canal. 

The map and plot plan which accompanies the article was drawn from the only one 
now known to be in existence. The original is dated 1850, measures 36 by 24 inches, 
and probably hung in the offices of Crocker Bros. The sketch of the mills was copies from 
an old print. 

The authors would like to express their appreciation to Mr. Hartwell Grossman, Mr. 
Henry Burbank, and Mr. Allen Richmond who supplied considerable information and who 
permitted us to use the material in their possession. 

Some explanation of waterwheels seems to be in order. Waterwheels were the 
source of power used to operate the machinery in the rolling and stamping mills. The rolling 
mill used an overshot wheel, in which the water struck the wheel at the top and flowed over 
the wheel, turning it clockwise. This method exerts power to the axle by velocity and 
gravity, and is the most efficient type of waterwheel. A breast wheel, which is the more 
common type of waterwheel in this area since a head (or height of water) is seldom over 
eight feet in local rivers, was used to supply the power to the planchet presses. The 
breast wheel is an undershot wheel, in which the water strikes the wheel on the upstream 
side about even with the axle and then runs under the wheel, turning it counter-clockwise. 

Paul Carter 
Robert Carter 

THE OLD CROCKER BROS. COPPER WORKS OF TAUNTON, MASSACHUSETTS - 

FROM A NUMISMATIC VIEWPOINT, 
by Paul M. and Robert Carter 

One and a half miles southeast of Norton Center, Massachusetts, on State Route 140 
going toward Taunton, the Wading River (formerly Three Mile or Coweset River) crosses. 

At this point, on the left side of the highway, the Taunton Copper Manufacturing Company, 
better known as Crocker Bros, of Taunton, was located. Actually the name was a mis- 
nomer, as the old works lay within the boundaries of the town of Norton; and an association 
with Taunton was not made until 1849 when a branch of the company was located there. 

The side of the Taunton Copper Manufacturing Center had become established as 
a manufacturing area as early as 1792 when a saw mill and a grist mill were located there. 


In July, 1795 William Augustus Crocker along wjth Samuel Leonard, Seth Smith, Jr., 
and George and Daniel Gilbert, leased the area from Josiah and Elkana Woodward for 
a mill site and store. The deed specifically provided for construction of a trench to operate 
a slitting mill, for diversion of the river flowage, and for a dam "across said river to be 
raised as high as necessary for use of said mills". This slitting mill remained in operation 
for 28 years until it was destroyed by fire in 1824. 

The following year Crocker erected a cupola furnace, a refining furnace, and a 
building for a rolling mill on the side. In 1826 he associated himself with his two brothers, 
Samuel L. and George A. , for the purpose of founding a company to manufacture and pro- 
cess copper. 

On February 12, 1831, the three Crocker brothers were joined by Daniel Brewer 
and Samuel Crandell and became incorporated as the Taunton Copper Manufacturing 
Company under the firm name of "Crocker Bros. " According to local records, the size 
of the works were doubled at this time. It is interesting to note that the company was 
said to have a capital of $200, 000. , a tidy sum for this era in history when a quart of milk 
sold for 5 cents, a dozen eggs for a dime, and skilled labor earned about $1. to $1.25 per 
day. Craftsmen in copper refining were brought over from England, probably from the 
Soho area; and a start was made in the alloying of copper to produce brass. 

Crocker Bros, was a progressive company, and improvements were made con- 
tinuously. One example was the addition of condensors to the cupola stacks to trap the 
zinc oxide which escaped as gas, smoke, or ash. These condensors collected as much as 
$50. a day of this material. The zinc oxide was used as a pigment in paint, although it was 
not as white or of the same quality as lead. 

During the period 1835-36, the company dug a canal, three-quarters of a mile long, 
from the mill pond of Augustus and Allen Lane, which produced a head of 20 feet, making 
it feasible to use an overshot water wheel. This was a source of power far superior to 
the undershot and breast wheels commonly seen in this area. When the canal was completed, 
an additional three acres was leased from Josiah Woodward at a sum of 50 silver dollars 
per year, on which site a new building for a rolling mill was erected. (It is interesting to 
note that the lease specified s ilver dollars, an example of the esteem with which paper 
currency of the period was regarded. ) 

Directly behind the new building was erected another building, 45 by 30 feet, built 
directly over the canal. This building housed a water wheel, probably breast type, and 
two planchet presses. It was in this small building that copper planchets for U. S. large 
cents were produced, in compliance with the terms of the Mint contract. As near as can 
be determined, production of the planchets during the entire term of the contract was 
under the supervision of William Allan West. The planchets were produced in a finished 
state, with raised rims, and ready for stamping, except for a final scouring at the Mint. 

An average of 60 tons of these planchets were shipped annually to the Mint by Crocker 
Bros. This amounted to a return of approximately $50, 000. a year, which was a very 
lucrative contract. 
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planchet mill 


SKETCH OF MAIN MILL, COPIED FROM AN OLD PRINT 
(Planchet mill is seen at the rear.) 



AN OLD PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MILL 8ITE 
TAKEN IN THE EARLY 1900* 8 


lit 





With the abundance of production, one would expect these unstamped planchets to be 
common even today in this area, but strangely enough they are very scarce. The authors 
have seen only seven, two of which they once owned. 

Crocker Bros, shipped these planchets to the Mint in kegs; and after the planchets 
had been stamped, many of the cents were shipped by the Mint in the same kegs back to 
Crocker Bros, for distribution to banks and wherever needed. It is easy to see why the 
term "keg rubbed" is applied to many of the uncirculated large cents when one considers 
the means and length of travel by rail and over unpaved roads. Can you imagine a more 
spine-shattering ride than a no-spring, horse dray over a cobblestone road? It is small 
wonder that there is a single MS70 left! 

Even today, the stone work of these mill buildings is still in evidence and in a fine 
state of preservation, in some places reaching a height of 10 to 12 feet above the old, silt- 
filled, canal waterway. The stone work is plumb and true, having been closely laid to 
withstand the pressure of the water as it rushed off the wheel. The masonry had been done 
by Irish stone masons who immigrated to the Taunton area during a potato famine in Ireland. 
Also still to be found are some massive chestnut beams, protruding from the ground, mute 
evidence of the durability of a native wood. (Unfortunately, this fine timber is no longer 
available, most chestnut trees having been destroyed by a blight about the turn of the 
century. ) One can also see at the river bank an old slag head which is green from the copper 
not completely extracted from it. 

As one stands on this old site today and lets his mind turn back over the past 100 
years, he can imagine the water cascading over the powerful water wheel and hear the roar 
of the river as it rushes into the wheel pit. Perhaps he can smell the acrid smoke from 
the cupola furnaces as it belches from the tall stacks of the refining buildings or he can hear 
the clank of machinery and the creak of heavy ore wagons drawn by straining horses. Surely 
he can appreciate the sweat and heat that men of that era, working with tools and a form of 
power now long obsolete, had to exert in producing materials so vital to the new nation. 

The old large coppers have long since passed from the scene, having been replaced 
with a more acceptable, smaller, lighter, easier handled cent. But the coppers served a 
purpose and they have survived in surprising numbers to become the most cherished coins 
for collecting of the entire U. S. coinage series. They have been thoroughly studied, re- 
searched, and written about, so that more is known about them today than when they were 
in circulation. The same is not true about Crocker Bros. It is hard to understand why so 
little is on record of this old, progressive, and respected concern. All that remains are a 
few old deeds, some meager files, and a few scanty references in town histories. 

(Editor's Note: Crocker Bros, of Taunton began in 1815 to supply the Mint with copper 

planchets and furnished the vast majority of the copper used at the Mint until the large and 
half cent coinage were discontinued in 1857. See PENNY-WISE, Vol. II, No. 2, March 
15, 1968, page 58. ) 





CORSON'S CORNER 


by Allen Corson 

Introducin', in this corner, a contender destined for no heights; in fact, should he 
fall flat on his face, it would be a very short drop indeed. 

The intent is not erudite, conclusive, analytical, or penetrating - doesn't even 
strive for excellence, consistency, or other multi-syllable words, thoughts, and deeds. 
Rather, it is the nether world heard from - the lowlies, the Lilliputians of Largecentdom, 
the voice of the near -average man. 

In our firmament we have just one Sheldon, one Breen, and in rising ascendancy, 
that new star: John D, Wright. Consider your blessings that they shine so brightly, 
lighting the pages of PENNY-WISE with neon force. 

Expect no stellar wisdom from this corner; there's none to offer. Just observations, 
for what they're worth - and a 40-year love of Magna Centa. 

ITEM NO. 1: 

A new gadget afloat. The technological Uncirculated large cent. Color it orange. 

Buy one at $50 and you've kissed $45 goodby forever. 

Never will forget the day the item came across the tape. Ran along these lines: 
"Frosty Uncs made from your Morgan dollars. Allow one week. " 

The new orangey large cents also are man-made. Coins used are late dates with 
nice fields, usually in grades from strong Fine through XF. When returned to dealers for 
resale as Uncs , they do look dandy. 

The orange color is the immediate giveaway. Our first sighting was a batch of 
about twenty. Perhaps viewed in a showcase as a single, such a processed large cent might 
be more deceptive. 

However, the right magnifier reveals another hallmark. All the coins we saw 
appear to have been wire-brushed. The general aspect is similar to using a wire brush 
and Nickolene on a brass token: brush marks are visible. 

There's still another way of eliminating yourself from the Yummy class. Since 
it applies to large cents generally, at becomes part of 

ITEM NO. 2: 

Have you observed that radial lines on the stars of later -date large cents tend to 
follow these coins up the grading scale ? The lines separating the points of the stars 
become both more detailed and more recurrent as the pieces move from F through VF, 
through XF into Unc. This reference has nothing at all to do with weak strikes. It simply 
applies to the average circulated coin. 

Lines on stars usually don't appear on grades lower than Fine. 


Some Fines have few or no lines; most have none. Star lines seem to crop up a bit 
more at the split F/VF grade. 

If you get an XF that has almost all the lines inteact, you're lucky! Chances are it 
escaped being sold as Unc through an oversight. A coin with an almost fully-lined set of 
stars will usually depict very sharp hair, etc. We speak of the machine -turned large cents, 
of course, not the earlier dates where to err was par for the course, and the source of 
their charm. 

We'd never buy a brushed, orange, man-made, Unc large cent, unless it happened 
to be a variety we couldn't live without. Even then we'd still require almost all of the star 
lines to be present. That way the gaff, at true AU, would be reduced to a "mere" $20 to 
$25 loss. 

Happy grazing, fellow fish. Let's not get reeled in on this one. 


LARGE CENT MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 

116 members out of an enrollment of approximately 175 returned their membership 
questionnaires on joining the Early American Coppers Club. On the questionnaires were 
reported more than 23,361 large cents held by the 116 members. 

Early and Late Date cents were listed separately, but there was no breakdown by 
jear or variety. 107 members reported a total of 5,959 large cents in the Sheldon series 
(Early Dates) and 15,802 in the Newcomb series (Late Dates), or an average of 56 Early 
Date cents and 148 Late Date cents per collection. 

One member reported a grand total of 1 , 600 large cents in his collection , but he 
did not list the number included in each series. Eight members reported that they had 
"large" or "extensive" collections (e.g. "in the hundreds", "too many to count' , etc. ) , 
but gave no definite figures. 

Mr. Silberman's census of the Early Dates by varieties appears elsewhere in this issue. 

As a matter of interest, it should be noted that R. W. Julian, in 1963, attempted to 
take a census of early U. S. coins held by members of the American Numismatic Association. 
His request and a form for reporting was carried in THE NUMISMATIST, the monthly 
numismatic journal published by the ANA. Subsequently, Mr. Julian reported having re- 
ceived 575 replies from a membership of approximately 27,000. He reported the following 
census for the large cent series: 


1793 

Chain cent 

217 

1796 Liberty Cap 

399 


Wreath cent 

406 

Draped Bust 

305 


Liberty Cap 

.79 

1799 

163 

1795 

Lettered edge 

114 

1804 

167 


Plain edge 

418 
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HOWARD R. NEWCOMB - A BIOGRAPHY 
by Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 


Howard Rounds Newcomb was born on December 31, 1877 in Detroit, Michigan. He 
was the son of Charles A. Newcomb, Sr. of NEWCOMB, ENDICOTT & CO. , a large 
department store on Woodward Avenue in Detroit. 

Perhaps he was not aware of it, but Newcomb was indirectly related to Dr. George 
F. Heath, the founder of the American Numismatic Association and THE NUMISMATIST. 
Newcomb's uncle, a retired minister, lived in St. Louis where he "filled in" at various 
pastorates when the regular minister became ill or died. The minister’s wife, Mrs. Helen 
R. Newcomb, was a sister to Mrs. George F. Heath, and therefore an aunt to Mr. Newcomb 
and to Mr. Donald R. Heath, son of the ANA founder. This relationship was reported to 
the author in a personal communication from Mr. Heath, now 82 years young. 

Mr. Newcomb attended the University of Michigan. He enlisted in the Michigan 
Naval Reserve, and in 1898 served as a seaman aboard the U.S.S. YOSEMITE during the 
Spanish -American War. 

On his return to civilian life, he pursued an active business career with NEWCOMB, 
ENDICOTT & CO. , serving as manager of its men's furnishings department, later as Vice 
President. Because of ill health, he retired from business in 1927 when his company was 
sold to the J. L. HUDSON CO. , which is today one of the largest department stores in the 

United States. 

Upon his retirement, Mr. Newcomb and his family moved to Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia where they settled in the fashionable and exclusive Bel Air section. In addition, he 
maintained a "camp" at McGee Creek in the High Sierras, where he liked to go for several 
weeks at a time to fish for trout in the two mountain streams crossing his property. He 
and his family frequently returned to Detroit for stays of considerable duration, and they 
participated in the social affairs of that city. Mr. Newcomb attended numerous meetings of 
the Detroit Coin Club and the Detroit Philatelic Society during such visits. 


Newcomb had two main hobbies: collecting stamps and coins. His interest in coins 
and his knowledge of them was by far the greater, and his research in numismatic subjects 
was vast and scientific. 


He joined the American Numismatic Association in 1894 and was assigned 
Membership No. 221. In 1899, during the re-organization of the Association, he was re- 
assigned Membership No. 91, which number he retained for the rest of his life. He 
attended many of the ANA conventions, including the 1894 convention held in Detroit. 

In 1910, having acquired an interest in organized numismatics , he became an 
Associated Member in the American Numismatic Society. In 1912 he was elected to the 
first of five terms as a member of the Board of Governors of the ANA, serving from 1912 

to 1916. 


Between 1912 and 1933 he contributed many articles on half cents and silver coinage 
to THE NIMISMATIST. His special interest, however, was in U.S. large cen s, an o 
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these he was regarded as an outstanding authority: At the time of his death he was credited 
with having the most complete collection of U. S. large cents in the United States. Most of 
his coins were of Mint State, uncirculated, or in the top grades of Census Condition. 

In 1925 he published a monograph on "The United States Cents of 1801-1802-1803" 
which, according to Dr. Sheldon, "marked a milestone in the cent literature". Dr. Sheldon, 
in PENNY WHIMSY, goes on to say: "Approaching a field which had been left almost in 
chaos by the F. W. Doughty book (THE CENTS OF THE UNITED STATES, published in 
New York in 1890), Newcomb assembled a vast quantity of numismatic material, ordered 
and re-ordered it, finally set up a new classification system and a list which seemed 
adequate; and after testing the list for upwards of a decade, published. The verdict of time 
on this work has been favorable." 

In 1927 Newcomb helped to found the California Coin Club (now the Los Angeles 
Coin Club) in which he held Charter Membership No. 16. On January 29, 1929 the 
California Coin Club presented Newcomb with a bust of himself and a gold medal. The medal 
had been struck in his honor on the first anniversary of the Society. 



It was one of Newcomb's dreams to complete an accurate, descriptive account of 
the entire large cent series; and in the 1930's, assisted by Henry Hines and George H. 
Clapp, he set to work to revise and supplement F. D. Andrews' book, AN ARRANGEMENT 
OF UNITED STATES COPPER CENTS 1816-1857, the second edition of which has been 
published in 1883. Newcomb spent many hours in preparing notes, studying and comparing 
specimens, even resorting at times to the use of a microscope to study the fine details of 
the coins, correcting the data and adding new information, re-writing descriptions, and 
formulating key tables. Newcomb was meticulous in his evaluation of a coin and fastidious 
in the selection of a specimen for his collection. 

Late in 1936 or early 1937, upon completion of his revision, titled UNITED STATES 
COPPER CENTS 1816-1857, he carried on lengthy negotiations, himself and through Henry 
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Hines, with Wayte Raymond, a well-known coin dealer and nimismatic publisher, Newcomb 
had done his work strictly as a labor of love, for he offered Raymond the full rights to his 
book and all revenues derived from its sale if Raymond would have it copyrighted in his 
(Raymond's) name or that of the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. , would publish it, and would 
assume all expenses of printing. For some unknown reason, the offer must have been un- 
acceptable to Raymond, for subsequently the book was published by NUMISMATIC REVIEW, 
a subsidiary of the Stack's Coin Company. 

The book was scheduled for release in March, 1944 but was delayed several months 
because of the war-time restrictions on paper and printing. Even after its release, the 
supply of the regular edition, which sold for $5. , was limited, and only a few copies of the 
deluxe edition, selling for $15. , were printed. The book was reprinted in 1956 and again in 
1963. 

In October, 1944 THE NUMISMATIST carried the announcement of the forthcoming 
auction of "The Famous Collection of United States Cents formed by Howard R. Newcomb". 
The sale was to be conducted by the J. C. Morgenthau & Co. , 1 West 47th Street, New York 
City. Wayte Raymond and James G. Macallister were announced as the cataloguers of the 
collection. Why Newcomb chose the J. C. Morgenthau & Co. for the sale of his collection 
after his book had been published by Stack's can only be a matter for conjecture. 

Newcomb died suddenly on Sunday, January 7, 1945, at the age of 68, leaving his 
wife, Mabel Ruth; a son, Howard R. , Jr. of Los Angeles; a daughter, Mrs. Aileen Hatcher 
of Spokane, Washington; and two brothers, Cyrenius Newcomb of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 
and Dr. William W. Newcomb of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Interment was in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Los Angeles . 

Mr. Jack Ogilvie, Historian of the ANA, tells of an interesting sidelight related to 
Mr. Newcomb's sudden passing. He writes: 

"I was one of the first to procure a copy of Newcomb's UNITED STATES 
COPPER CENTS 1816-1857. After my release from the Armed Forces, I 
learned from a secretary in my department at MGM Studios, that she and her 
mother played bridge with the Newcombs. I asked her to take my book to Mr. 
Newcomb and to have him autograph it for me. On my letter to Mr. Newcomb, 
the letterhead stated that I was a 'Coin Hobbyist'. Mr. Newcomb seemed fas- 
cinated by this new term, autographed my copy that way, and told the secretary 
to have me get in touch with him. 

Mr. Newcomb and I had a few telephone conversations afterward, and he 
invited me out to his house for a numismatic visit. The day I called to make 
an appointment, the maid answered and informed me that Mr. Newcomb had 
passed away quite suddenly less than thirty minutes before. Thus my 
chances of a personal interview with this great scholar of numismatics ended 
as abruptly as was his demise. " 

Newcomb was a member of the Corinthian Lodge No. 241, F. &A.M.; King Cyrus 
Chapter, No. 133, R.A.M., Detroit Consistory; Detroit Commandery, No. 1, K.T., 
Moslem Temple Shrine; the University Club; theDetroit Boat Club; the Detroit Athletic 
Club; the Detroit Coin Club; the Detroit Philatelic Society; and various other organizations. 


At the time of his death, Mr. Newcomb whs collaborating with George H. Clapp of 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania in preparing a monograph on the 17 95, 1796, 1797, and 1800 
cents. The work was just about completed, and the book was published in 1947 under the 
auspices of the American Numismatic Society of New York (THE UNITED STATES CENTS 
OF THE YEARS 1795-1796-1797-1800 by George H. Clapp and Howard R. Newcomb.) 

The auction sale of the Newcomb collection of early date U.S. large cents was held 
on February 7, 1945 as originally scheduled. Included in the sale were seventeen varieties 
of 1793, more than half being MS; sixty specimens of 1794, only four of the series missing, 
many being MS; fifty varieties of 1796, with many rarities, all in uncirculated condition; 
over one hundred of the 1797-1798 series; and over one hundred of the 1801, 1802, and 
1803 series. The sale was well attended. Out-of-town buyers included James F. Kelly of 
Dayton, Ohio; T. James Clarke of Jamestown, New York; Charles H. Deetz of Washington, 
D. C. ; and Barney Bluestone of Syracuse, New York. The auctioneer was Donald D'Amato. 
The sale of 487 lots realized $21,704.50. The next day a fine selection of U.S. silver coins 
from the Newcomb collection was auctioned for an additional $13, 958.75. The total amount 
realized from the sale was $35,663.25, not a magnificent sum considering the nature and 
origin of the collection but a reputable amount to be sure. 

The March, 1945 issue of THE NUMISMATIST, in the column "Notes of the Trade", 
reported that the Newcomb collection of late date U.S. large cents would soon be offered by 
the J. C. Morgenthau & Co. and that a sale date would be announced shortly. However, the 
author was unable to come up with any further information on the sale until Mr. Walter 
Breen came to his rescue. Mr. Breen supplied the following: 

"On Wednesday, May 16, 1945, the J. C. Morgenthau & Co. (Wayte 
Raymond and James G. Macallister listed as cataloguers ) auctioned Sale 
No. 461, listed on the cover as "The Howard R. Newcomb Collection, 

United States Cents, Part II, 1816-1857", but including also an exceptionally 
fine miscellany of Colonials and U. S. silver. Lots were numbered from 488 
through 886 for continuity with the Newcomb sale, Part I, together with 
thirteen early cents re-offered from Newcomb Part I, retaining their old lot 
numbers. Lots 488-754 inclusive constituted the Newcomb late dates. After 
Lot 754 was auctioned, an announcement was made that the entire group of 
late dates would be sold en bloc if a bid of at least $500. in excess of the 
total, individually amassed, were received. A bid of $5,350. for the group 
by a Philadelphian, prominent in the collection of large cents, was honored. 

The same Philadelphian later bought the entire Henry Clay Hines collec- 
tion of late date cents from Dr. Sheldon. Combining these two collections, 
naturally he found some overlapping and duplication, even to die states, and 
these duplicates were offered at the 1949 ANA Convention auction, the 
individual cents marked "N" for Newcomb or ”H" for Hines in the catalogue. 

Some of these coins later went into the collections of Blaisdell, Sloss, 

Clarke, and Helfenstein. The Philadelphian collector retained and to this 
day continues to retain the Newcomb and Hines collections minus the dupli- 
cates, and he has added to it in the meantime from most of the major cent 
auctions. I have sold him a few privately, as have other specialists. 
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James G. Macallister of Philadelphia, who had helped Wayte Raymond catalogue 
the two sales, became seriously ill shortly after the first sale, lingered for ten months, 
and died on October 13, 1945 at the age of 53. 

In the December, 1949 issue of THE NUMISMATIST, in the section on "Notes and 
Queries", a letter from Charles L. Ruby, Chairman of the Library Committee, mentioned 
that the extensive personal library of Mr. Newcomb was being held by a West Coast dealer 
and could be purchased for $500. Mr. Ruby suggested that some member or friend of the 
ANA might like to purchase the library for presentation to the ANA. This plea must have 
gone unheeded, as no further report as to the disposition of the Newcomb library was ever 
published. 

Some interesting sidelights on Mr. Newcomb and details regarding his person and 
character are provided in letters to Mr. Henry Hines during the period of 1932 to 1936. 

A few excerpts from these letters follow: 

July 26, 1932 

Hello! Pleased to hear from you again. Your letter of the 12th was waiting my 
return from a two weeks camping trip and a visit to Yosemite. First time I've been to 
Yosemite and was amazed at the magnitude of the rocks and surrounding country. Lots of 
trout in the streams on the east slope of the High Sierras. Cleaned sixty-eight trout for 
our gang one night - some catch. 

July 25 , 1 933 

When I say rare, 1 really mean the coin is very hard to find and very rare next to 
impossible to uncover. 

December 8, 1934 

The years of 1837-1838-1839 are about the hardest to correctly attribute, then comes 
1835. How would you like me to attribute all your pieces to agree with mine as there are so 
many not in Andrews ? If so , why not send one year at a time and maybe you have some I 
have not seen . 

December 12, 1934 

Here are my findings of the few cents you recently sent me: 

1827 A-l The recut letters, I believe, are due to faulty striking. This corresponds 
to the double and triple profiles. Not only do several letters have extra outlines but notice 
many of the leaves and stem and ribbon bow are double. I feel I'm right in this. 

1 827 A -6 This improves my old specimen very much and I am certainly obliged to you 
for sending it on. Enclosed is $1.75 cash for its purchase and Henry Chapman's ticket. 
Notice the half and quarter dollar are both S Mint. 

1827 A-9 This is not A-9 but is A -11. I am sending a careful description of #9 and 

#11 which are easily confused. 

January 4, 1935 

The 1850 A-l enclosed has been mutilated - absolutely no die failure. Have ex- 
amined this under by Leitz microscope and this mutilation was done many years ago. The 
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1855 A-3 is an exact duplication of my piece. Am returning this also. The 1855 A-6 at 
50$ and the 1856 A-l at $1. 00 I am keeping and glad to have them as I lacked these two 
members entirely. Am enclosing Henry Capman's tickets and two dollars for their purchase 
50$ to help cover postage on previous packages. It's not fair for you to pay postage to me. 

February 13, 1935 

Pay no attention to any of the numbers in the appendix (to Mehl's 1924 reprint of 
Andrews' book) - many of these varieties have been exploded. I am using Andrews' original 
work only. 

Your suggestion about starting with 1815 is a good one, but I can take this matter up 
later. The restrike 1823 I can't warm up to - it is such an awful piece - never struck any- 
where near the year it's dated - not struck for circulation but as I understand by private 
individuals for their personal gain - a fraud. I never owned one. 

February 16, 1935 

Have been busy preparing two sets of my descriptions - one for you and one for 
Goerge H. Clapp. Have completed now through 1821, also a key similar to Andrews for 1816 
only. Each key I have to do long hand and it takes a lot of time. In the 1816 key will 
illustrate the type or method I will use for the remianing years. The descriptions are type- 
written which can be written with a carbon copy. These are all on loose leaf sheets and I’ll 
have a binder for you too. Probably when I reach 1834 I will send on, and the remaining 
years can follow as I complete them. Why I say 1834 is that I want to study over again 
1835-36-37-38-39 and I may make some changes in some of these years. 

March 1, 1935 

I have completed my descriptions of 1848. Have 32 varieties represented in yours, 
Clapp's, and my collections. 

The enclosed 1830 A-10 exhibits the crack exactly the same as my example. The 
disintegration at TE is either mutilation or scaling of the planchet. I am not sure which. 
However, it doesn't matter as it is not a die trouble, I am sure. (Examination under a 
strong glass the 1830 looks as if planchet scaled. Notice the scaling goes up to berry and 
edge of leaf. Maybe Howland Wood can clean this piece as the verdigris is very hard. ) 

March 18, 1935 

In 1851 there were almost ten million pieces - the largest coinage of any year of the 
big copper cents. This year is very difficult as there are so many different dies all of 
which answer Andrews' description but very slightly different. 

I have completed your 51's and mine too and am checking Mr. Clapp's. I find three 
varieties slightly different from anything you and I have. Probably if more pieces were 
examined, new varieties would be found and very likely there are many more that resemble 
pieces I have described but which will be numbered to the fancy of the individual collector. 

The 1851 you just sent it probably different than any you and I have. It looks very 
much like an A-6 but I have not checked yet. It is poorly and weakly struck and the rough- 
ness on the head and in field I think is not due to a poor die but to improper adjustment ^of 
the press - in other words, faulty striking. I know for a fact pieces from the same die look 
different due to the intensity or weakness of striking, and again when a die is new a piece 
is different than one struck from the same die but worn. 

Have prepared copies for you and Mr. Clapp through 1830 but haven't completed 
the keys yet. I want to end this manuscript description through 1834 and the years 


1848-1850-1851. I haven't written the preface yet or some explanatory notes which are 
necessary. 

Also I haven't touched the 1823 restrike or the 1848 Small Date. This 1848 Small 
Date is so crude compared to other pieces issued by the Mint that I am inclined or almost 
sure it is a counterfeit of the times. The '23 restrike is an abomination as both dies are 
so badly rusted and through an attempt to improve their looks all the letters are misshapen. 

You will have to bear with me for this is a big job and takes lots of time. Am 
plugging away as fast as I can and eyes will let me. This work is terrific on the eyes and 
I can't keep going all the time. 

May 5, 1935 

Yesterday I shipped all your remaining pieces via express paid to Newark Athletic 
Club. This includes all your 1853 and 54's, one 1848, and your nine 1855's A-10. These 
55's I have put in separate envelopes marked a, b, c, etc. denoting the perfect condition 
(a), the first deterioration (b), the second (c), and so on. 

Please examine the #11 of 1854. Here you will find four pieces all the same variety 
but you have them under four different numbers (7-12-15-?). This is a good illustration 
of the insufficient description of Andrews and it is hoped that my description will overcome 
this. Although I am obliged to use microscopic points at times, it is necessary on some 
varieties. 

July 1 , 1935 

Generally the bride's father is something that is always in the way, but they sure 
have kept me busy since I've been back. 

The enclosed notes cover the coins describing their conditions when the "coin press 
had the jitters" as George H. Clapp says. 

I think I told you that my daughter married a Detroit boy we all have known for years. 
He is now a Lieutenant, U.8. Army Flying Corps* and is at present stationed at March 
Field. 

August 2, 1935 

Have been delayed in going to the mountains but expect to get away next Wednesday, 
the 7th, for two weeks or longer. 

Nothing else special except that Roosevelt is steadily losing in this part of the 
country. Personally, I think he is a bit crazy - certainly very incompetent. He isn't 
even a true American and not even a Democrat but a dangerous Socialist. 

October 5, 1935 

Yours with "1815" cent received o.k. Have added to the manuscript the broken 
obverse rim description of 1825. Let me keep your 1815 cent for awhile - I may follow 
your suggestion and start with 1815. 

September 2, 1936 

To determine the relationship of a base tip to a denticle, the best manner is to hold 
the coin at an angle so that the upright of the figure is on direct line to the eye. 

If you do this, I am sure that you will see the left base tip of 1 is over left edge of 
denticle on 1846 #16. 

(Here, in the letter, Newcomb had made a crude drawing, beneath which he wrote 
"Ain't it great to be an artist?") 
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November 10, 1936 

You speak of a casual glance over my four books which contain as you think more 
matter than you have. Let me say this - that from your collection I have found eighty per 
cent of unknown numbers, the balance from George H. Clapp's and my collection, and one 
piece from Blaisdell. 

Your help has been tremendous and I appreciate it a lot. What is more - your 
faithful studies have ferreted out new varieties which I am beginning to believe will leave 
very few varieties that will remain unlisted. 

I hope Wayte Raymond will show a real interest in my efforts. 

I can't understand the one-sided election and am terribly disappointed. I sometimes 
wonder if we ever will have an opportunity to again vote. 

November 25, 1936 

Has Raymond anything more to say? I hope he understands I am willing to give him 
my manuscript if he will publish, copyright in his name, assume all expense, and receive 
and retain all returns for sale of books. He can copyright in his name or name of Scott 
Stamp and Coin Co. as he sees fit. 

He probably knows much more about illustrations than I and can produce them 
cheaper too. If some illustrations are decided upon, I would suggest showing those dies that 
are exceptionally rare and some of the dies unknown to Andrews. This applies through 1835 
Type of 1834 - after that, a few dies to illustrate breaks that are similar and possibly the 
altered 1815. 

In April, 1939 Mr. Hines wrote to Mr. Newcomb stating that "it would be an 
interesting item if note were made of the rarity of each year that proofs were made. Mehl 
says he has a lot of them." Mr. Newcomb wrote "NO" across this memo and added: 

"I have purposely left out rarity notes . It gives dealers an opportunity to play up rare, 
v. rare, and ex, rare pieces too much . " 

************ 


The author wishes to express his deep appreciation to Mr. Walter Breen who made 
many valuable suggestions and furnished much needed material for the preparation of this 
paper; and to Mr. Jack W. Ogilvie and to Mr. Donald R. Heath, both of whom, by making 
old records and information available to the author, contributed most of the information 
contained herein. Their interest, consideration, and help have been invaluable in making 
the biography of Mr. Howard R. Newcomb a distinct possibility. 

The photographic plates of the Newcomb medal, which are twice the normal size of 
the medal, were obtained through the courtesy of Mr. Jack W. Ogilvie, Historian of the 
ANA. 
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A STUDY ON OVERDATED U.S. LARGE CENTS 
by Capt. John D. Wright 

LARGE CENT OVERDATES 




SHELDON/ 



OVERDATE 


NEWCOMB# 

REMARKS 

RARITY 

1798 Over 1797 


150,151 

Plain overdate, both points of 7 show. 

6,4 

1798 Over 1797 


152 

Only left point of 7 shows. 

2 

1799 Over 1798 


NCI, 188 

Last 9 spaced wide , smooth planchets . 

8,4 

1800 Over 1798 


190, 191, NC5 

Style I Hair, 98 weak. 

3,3,8 

1800 Over 1799” 


192,193 

" II Hair, strong 79, chip in last O. 

4,4 

1800 Over 17 9_ 


194,195 

" II Hair, strong 79, rt. pt. of 7 tiny. 

3,6 

1800 Over 17 9_ 


196 

"II Hair, strong 79, first cipher low. 

1 

1800 Over 17 9_ 


NCI 

" II Hair, 9 very weak. 

8 

1800 Over 17 9_ 


NC2 

"II Hair, 9 weak and farther right. 

8 

1807 Over 1806, 

Sm 7 

272 

Blunt 1, tail of 7 does not go below 6. 

6 

1807 Over 1806, 

Eg 7 

273 

Pointed 1, also over smaller 7. 

1 

1810 Over 1809 


281 

Second 1 also over smaller 1. 

1 

1811 Over 1810 


286 

Final figure crude, 11 over inverted 11. 

3 

1813 Over 1812 


293 

Close star var.; 2 weak, usually absent. 

2 * 

1819 Over 1818 


1 

Tail of 9 far from loop, space bridged. 

1 

1820 Over 181_, 

Lg Date 1 

18 recut, second 1 very small. 

1 

1820 Over 1819, 

Sm Date 2 

Tail of 9 shows outside lower left of O. 

3 

1820 Over 181_, 

Sm Date 3 

1 under back curve of 2. 

3 

1823 Over 1822 


1 

Clear underfigure, 2 or 3 Proofs known. 

2 

1824 Over 1822 


1,5 

Curve of 2 shows back of 4. 

1,4 

1826 Over 1825 


8 

Date spaced 1 8 26, no inner line. 

1 

1839 Over 1836 


1 

Plain hair cords. 

4 

1840 Over 1836 


4 

k Sm Dtj bases of 839 show below 1840 date. 

1 

1849 Over 1848 


8 

Weak undercut 8 rarely shows at low rt. 9. 

2 * 
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* On this and all following tables , asterisk (*) "indicates the underfigure (or recutting/ 
crumbling) is usually absent. Rarities listed are for all die states of the variety, as 
presence or absence of die breaks, crumbling, evidence of lapping, etc. do not constitute 


new or separate varieties. 

See page 7 of Newcomb's book for his views on this subject. 
PSEUDO-OVERDATES 


'1844 Over 81” 

2 

Bases of all four undercut figures show at 
top of date . 

1 

'1851 Over 81" 

3a Inverted 1 and parts of 8 show at 51. 

LARGE CENT RECUT DATES 

1 

1794 "Fallen 4" var 

63 

All characters recut. 

3 

1796 

105 

6 strongly doubled below. 

6 

1805 Blunt 1 

267 

5 strongly doubled to the right. 

1 

1809 

280 

9 cut over smaller 9. 

3 

1816 

1,2,3 

Second 1 recut at upper right. 

3,1,2 

1816 

9 

81 recut on left side of some specimens. 

1. 

1817 Wide Date 

11 

7 recut above on some specimens. 

1* 

1817 Wide Date 

12 

8 recut above; usually heavy break top 
of date. 

1 

1825 Close Date 

1 

All figures delicately recut above. 

3 

1825 

7 

5 strongly recut, underfigure leans left. 

1 

1828 "1828 Over 88" 

6,7 

Light 8 shows between 82. 

1,2 

1830 

1 

8 recut on right & 3 recut below. 

1 

1833 "Horned 8" 

5 

8 strongly doubled above. 

1 

1835 Sm Dt and Stars 

13 

5 strongly doubled below. 

4 

1836 

1 

1 has double peak. 

1 

1837 Beaded Cords 

11 

1 recut on left side. 

1 

1837 Beaded Cords 

12 

8 recut at lower left. 

1 

1838 

1 

1 has triple peak & is recut on rt. side. 

1 

1840 Small Date 

1 

8 recut at lower left on some specimens 

3* 

1840 Small Date 

2 

Small 18 over large 18. 

2 

1840 Large Date 

6 

*18 reeut below on some specimens. 

1 

1841 

7 

First 1 recut at top, dot below bases 1 and 4. 

1 
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1843 Type 1844 

6 

18‘recut below on some specimens. 

1 

1843 Type 1842 

8 

184 recut below and on the left. 

2 

1843 Type 1842 

9 

843 recut below and on the left. 

1 

1843 Type 1842 

11 

84 recut below and on the left. 

3 

1844 

3 

18 recut at left base on some specimens. 

2 

1844 

5 

First 4 recut at top. 

1 

1844 

" 8 " 

New var. , Proofs only, 18 first cut 
too high. 

6 

1845 

4 

5 recut under crossbar. 

1 

1846 Sm. Date 

1 

18 recut below. 

2 

1846 Sm. Date 

3 

4 recut on left, 8-6 recut on some specimens. 

. 4 

1846 Sm. Date 

4 

All figures plainly doubled on left side. 

3 

1846 Sm. Date 

5 

18 recut at bases. 

2 

1846 Sm. Date 

6 

46 recut at bases. 

1 

1847 

1 

All figures recut at lower left. 

1 

1847 

2,31 

1 and 47 recut at top, 47 over smaller 47 . 

4,7 

1847 

3 

All figures recut at top left. 

4 

1847 

4,27, "45” 

1 recut above and below, 8 recut below. 

3,5,6 

1847 

5, "44" 

84 recut. 

2,8 

1847 

12 

8 recut inside top loop. 

6 

1847 

15 

1 & 7 recut at lower right. 

5 

1847 

18 

847 plainly doubled above. 

5 

1847 

19 

84 recut. 

2 

1847 

30 

1 strongly recut at base. 

4 

1848 

1 

Diagonal of 4 recut - 18 recut on rt. 
on some specimens. 

1 

1848 

3 

All figures recut at lower left. 

1 

1848 

4 

All figures recut at lower left. 

3 

1848 

16 

84 recut below on some specimens. 

2 

1848 

17 

Left upright of 4 recut. 

1 

1848 

20 

** * 

48 recut on left side. 

1 
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8 


8 


1848 

"37' 

1850 

17 

1852 

7 

1852 

14 

1853 

4 

1853 

13 

1853 

19 

1853 

20 

1853 

22 

1853 

28 

1854 

21 

1856 

19 


New variety, all figures plainly recut 
at lower left. 

5 recut at bottom . 

All figures recut to left and below on most 
specimens . 

1 & 52 recut at top on most specimens. 

3 plainly doubled at top. 

1 recut on bottom. 

3 plainly doubled below, 85 recut below on 
some specimens. 

53 plainly recut below. 

18 recut below. 

Double peak to 1 on some specimens. 

185 recut below. 

Slant 5, v. feint recutting at right center 
of 856. 


5 
2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 
2 
1 


The remaining tables, credits, and bibliography for this article will appear in the 
next issue of PENNY-WISE. 

************ 


SWAPS & SALES 

Capt. Chas. E„ Stillwell Box 3323 Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota 58201 

1843 N-4 (Obv. '42, Rev. ’44) F12 The points over the N in ONE are weak. 
Only defect is a small edge chip on reverse at 9 o'clock. A pleasing coin. $30. or will 
trade for Sheldon variety. 

************ 


Gordon J. Wrubel 

8415 Weil 

Center Line, Michigan 48015 

1798 

S-162 G4 

$12.00 

1805 

S-267 Fr2/3 

3.25 

1807/6 

S-273 Fr2/3 

3.25 

************ 


*************** BUYING counterstamped u.s. large cents ************* 
* * 


Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg invoiced, insured— for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U.S. _ Fre e_ 
attributions, you pay ret. post.* & ins. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


**** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS **** 
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Raymond Chatham RFD 2 Lawson, iftissouri 64062 


YEAR 

No. on 

Fair 

Good 

VG7 

VG10 

Fine 


VF 


Hand 








1816 

7 

$2.15 

$4.25 

$6.50 

$8.00 

$9.00 

(1 only) 

1817 

10 

2.00 

4. 00 

5.50 

7.00 

8.50 



1817-15* 

1 


5.00 

(si. bent ) 





1818 

14 

2.00 

4.00 

5.50 

7.00 




1819/18 

2 

2.50 

5.00 






1819 

4 

2.00 







1820 

10 

1.75 

3.50 






1821 

1 



6.00 

(attempted puncture) 



1822 

6 

2.25 

4.50 

6.50 





1824 

6 


5.00 

7.50 





1825 

5 

2.25 

4.50 

6.50 





1826 

7 

2.25 

4.50 

6.50 




15.00 

1827 

7 

1.90 

3.75 

5.00 





1828 

4 


3.75 

8.00 

10.00 (1) 




1829 

6 

1.90 

3.75 

8.00 





1830 

5 


3.75 






1831 

4 


3.25 

4.50 


6.50 

(1) 


1832 

6 

1.75 

3.50 

4.50 





1833 

5 


3.50 

4.50 

5.50 




1 834 one 

only of each: 

LD,L3,LL 

$8.; LD, SS ,SL $7.; SD,LS,SL $4 

• 



1835 

1 


7.00 (SD.SS) 





1835 T'36 

6 


3.75 

5.50 





1836 

2 



5.50 





1837 

19 

1.50 

3.00 

4.50 


6.50 



1838 

28 

1.50 

3.00 

4.50 

5.00 

6.50 



1839 

2 



10.00 

(Silly Head) 




1839 

2 



8.50 

(Booby Head) 




1839 T'40 

1 



10. 00 





1840 

4 


3.50 

5.00 

(3) 




1841 

5 


3.50 

5.00 


7.50 

(1) 


1842 

11 

1.75 

3.50 

5.00 


7.50 



1843 

5 


3.50 

5.00 





1843 T’44 

1 





12.00 



1844 

4 

1.40 (2) 


3.75 




10.00 

1845 

4 

1.40 (l) 

2.75 (1) 3.75 

(1) 



5.00 (1) 

1846-50 

40 


2.50 

3.50 


4.50 


6.00 

These average VG 








1851-54 

54 


2.25 

3.25 


4.50 


6.00 


These average F 

1856 81.5 3 F-VF $6.00 

1856 Up. 5 1 F-VF 6.00 


These Late Date cents are offered at discount prices from Trenda, as published in 
COIN WORLD on 10/23/68. On $10. orders, take off 10 per cent, $25. orders take off 20 per 
cent, $50. orders take off 30 per cent. All coins shipped within one week, prepaid. Or buy 
the whole list, 310 coins for $650. I have net interest in Late Date cents, so want to sell them 
all quickly. I want to give EAC members the first chance to buy them. - Ray Chatham. 

(Mr. Chatham figures that Trends listing is over $1200. ) 


Charles S. Latham 802 Fenton Road Marion, Indiana 46952 

TRADE FIRST FIGURE O/ FOR SHELDON ITEMS: CASH FIGURE AFTER SLASH /O 


1795 

S-78 

R1 

G6 Obv. Rev. smooth 

$16/12 

1796 

S-81 

R3 

FR-2 Gran, surface 

12/10 

1797 

S-138 

R2 

F15 dark 

35/25 

1798 

S-179 

R2 

VG10 

17/14 

1798 

S-187 

R1 

G5 

8/6 

1800 

3-196 

R1 

G4 Scratch on face. Overdate Good 

7/5 

1802 

S-236 

R1 

Fr 2/3 

5/4 

1803 

3-245 

R4 

VG10 

24/22 

1803 

S-253 

R2 

VG10 

13/11 

1813 

S-292 

R2 

G4/VG8 

18/15 

1844/81 N-2 


VF 

18/16 

1851/81 N-3 


VG gran, surface state a 

7/4.50 

1851/81 N-3 


F12 cleaned " " 

11/9 

1857 

N-4 

R2 

VF. -EF 

53/43 


HAVE MANY OTHER NEWCOMB ITEMS— Enquiries welcomed 


TO ALL EAC MEMBERS - Since opening my shop in Orlando, several members, wishing 
to enlarge their large cent collections, have approached me relative to buying their 
excess coins; even type collections. Can always use nice type coins VF or better. 

At present am in need of Twenty Cent Pieces, Trade Dollars, Barbers, 3£ silver, 
all common date gold coins, etc. Also need 1932-D & S quarters VG or better, 
and Walking Liberty Halves 1921-P & D and 1938-D in most all grades. All mem- 
bers are invited to write me regarding any of the above, describing condition and 
price wanted. William J. Parks, 1109 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida, 32803. 
Member #32. 
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EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
1109 E. Colonial Drive 
Qr)ando, F'a f 




Eric P. Newman Hunismatic Educational Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


